
 
 

4.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

It seems an age since the winter meeting on 13th December 2019 when we all met in the village hall. 
 
The Committee continued to meet until March 2020 when Covid restrictions were introduced but we 
have continued to keep in touch since then by Zoom meetings, telephone, meeting outside in the 
garden and then when we could met inside in well ventilated rooms etc. 
 
Sadly more recently a past Chairman, Colin Richards, died and there was a large turn out for his 
funeral.  He did an outstanding amount of work for the Association and always took an active interest 
in village life. 
 
Sarah Watson left the Committee and moved away to Suffolk and I personally wrote to her before she 
left thanking her on behalf of the Committee for all she did.  Otherwise the Committee has remained 
in tact and at this point I would like to thank them all for their help and support and various members 
will give their independent reports. 
 
NEHRA has followed closely the progress of the Local Plan which we heard recently has not been 
accepted.  Jane Dodsworth attended by Zoom the hearing and the Committee also sent in our own 
representations.  We also took an active interest leading up to the hearing with regard to 
infrastructure matters including traffic flow etc. and our thanks here to Jane, Mike and Judy for their 
efforts.   
 
Mike Dawe checks the Planning lists each week and advises us on any relevant planning matters and 
we make representations if we think fit and Karen Peacock also assists with this. We do also try and 
be constructive with our comments and we do also monitor and make representations on flooding 
matters and coastal defence. 
 
Regrettably we have not been able to hold any social events since the outbreak of Covid and 
particularly miss the Pantomime so ably written and directed by Alan and Fiona Bartlett.  We had 
hoped to hold a Carol Service on 16th December 2021 but with the outbreak of the Omicron variant 
this had to be cancelled.  We are most anxious when we can to hold our popular events such as the 
Cheese and Wine evening, Pop Up Pub, Plays and of course the Pantomime. 
 
Jane Dodsworth and Chris Emery are both members of Chichester Harbour Conservancy and we are 
shortly circulating a Site Management Plan for North Common and Salt Marsh prepared by Chichester 
Harbour Conservancy who will invite comments. 
 
Grateful thanks to Chris, Tom and Jane for carrying out regular litter picks through the village and Tom 
for monitoring flooding issues around North Common. 
 
Fenella has continued to work tirelessly in collecting subscriptions and sending out letters and reports 
to all and Tom for regularly updating the website which has allowed us to keep in touch with you all.  
Thanks to Colin Pim for looking after the finances with the help of Mike Dawe following the sad death 
of Paul Millman. 
 
Finally I wish you all a healthy and happy new year and thank you all again for all your support. 
 
Derek Bowerman (Chairman) 


