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Futuristic thoughts on optimising traffic flows to minimise journeys for Northney and Tye 
residents whilst reducing the attractiveness of the “rat run”. 
 
Summary: new traffic technology can reduce vehicle queues for Northney/Tye residents and 
deter “rat runners”. 
 
You need about 3 minutes to read this – and, possibly another 3 minutes to consider it.  Make a 
cup of tea or coffee then read on? 
 
Detail: 
 
From the February 2019 issue of the Hayling Islander newspaper you may read much about the 
draft Local Plan by which Havant Borough Council shapes the future of the Borough to 2036.  

For comprehensive and accurate details go to http://www.havant.gov.uk/localplan 

 
Included in the paper was a contribution from me as County Councillor regarding Hampshire 
Highways in which I reprised a briefing for Councillors and local community leaders on 16th 
January.  We heard an expert from Systra Consultants report on 2 years of data capture of how 
cars, buses on fixed routes, heavy goods vehicles both move around the Island and travel 
to/from the A27.  He also outlined the resulting opportunities for microsimulation to predict what 
would happen if changes are made to the highway network. 
 
During the discussion Hampshire and Havant Borough Council Officers updated the group on 
how new technologies, such a loop sensor in the roads at junctions and video cameras, can 
detect how vehicle queues are building, their volumes and wait-times.  Then, instead of having 
fixed time interval lights, traffic on feeder roads can be discharged into main carriageways in a 
coordinated and optimised way.  A by-product of this is that those on main carriageways are not 
delayed by red lights when no vehicles are waiting to join it. 
 
Whilst my article was written in general the briefing did allow Councillors to raise traffic issues 
for specific areas and for groups of residents; in particular for those in Northney and Tye. 
 
The route through Northney/Tye currently offers non-resident drivers the impression that their 
journey time will be minimised compared with using the Havant Road.  Although this may or 
may not be true it does tempt many drivers to take this route - the “rat-runners”.  By definition, 
such drivers are less patient, often in a hurry and tend to drive faster than others – with added 
danger for pedestrians, cyclists, other drivers and parked vehicles.  At the same time residents 
of Northney and Tye need to get about but suffer added delays as they are mixed with the “rat 
runners” at peak times. 
 
One solution, suggested in the past, was for a roundabout at the junction of Northney and 



Havant Roads; with the result that as gaps occur in southbound traffic coming off the bridge 
then priority would be afforded to northbound vehicles from Northney Road.  This would 
certainly aid Northney and Tye residents.  However, it would also attract significantly more 
drivers to take the “rat run” and cause major delays along Havant Road - further increasing the 
attractiveness of the “rat run”. 
 
At the briefing on 16th January the Highways experts explored with Councillors in theory how an 
intelligent junction, controlled by lights instead of a roundabout, could speed journey times for 
residents without attracting “rat runners”.  Times for vehicles travelling along Havant Road 
between Mill Rythe Lane and the bridge would be monitored and relayed to dynamically 
programme the intelligent lights at the Northney/Havant Roads junction.  This time could be 
scheduled always to make the Havant Road faster – thus, more attractive to those tempted to 
travel via Northney/Tye. 
 
Here’s the clever bit.  A dynamic sign along the strip northbound near the Maypole pub would 
indicate travel times both via Northney/Tye and via Stoke.  You’ve got it!  Drivers in a hurry 
would travel along Havant Road leaving Northney/Tye residents to travel safely and with better 
predictability towards Havant. 
 
By now your tea may be cold or you may be craving for more caffeine.  Don’t worry.  Such 
change won’t happen immediately; and, I’ll work closely with the NEHRA Committee to ensure 
an optimised solution is achieved. 
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County Councillor for Hayling Island 
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